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CELL PHONES ON SCHOOL BUSES 
 

Background  

 

Mother Earth’s Children’s Charter School (MECCS) believes that equipping school buses with 

cellular phones will enhance the safety of its students and employees. 

 

Procedures 
 

1. Contract operators who supply bus service to MECCS will be required to ensure their buses 

are equipped with adequate cellular phones. 

 

2. Each school bus owned by MECCS shall be equipped with a properly installed cellular 

phone. 

 

3. Cellular phones shall be used as a “lifeline” for the bus operator to call out if there is an 

emergency. It is not intended that there would be any incoming calls unless there are extreme 

circumstances that would warrant such to happen. 

 

4. All cellular phone numbers are confidential and will not be given out to persons other than 

transportation personnel employed by MECCS and parents of that bus run. 

 

5. An “emergency” involves such events as: accident, mechanical breakdown, stranded due to 

road/weather conditions, severe safety/health issue involving students on board the bus. 

 

6. Drivers shall ensure that the cellular phone is kept “on” while the bus is out on route, as the 

Secretary-Treasurer or designate may need to reach drivers during an emergency. 

 

7. Drivers are never to use the cellular phone while driving the bus. They are expected to pull 

over to a safe location before answering a ringing phone or making a call. 

 

8. Drivers may share their cellular numbers with each other if they are traveling together as a 

group on a field trip. 

 

10. If a driver has been in an accident, the following calls should be made in this order: 

10.1 1st call: 911 to summon emergency services. 

10.2 2nd call: Secretary-Treasurer  

10.3 3rd call: Key parent(s) on phone fan out to notify parents of situation. 
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11. If a driver has become stranded due to impassable roads or mechanical breakdown: 

11.1 1st call:  Mechanic to respond, as required, with assistance.  

11.2 2nd call:  Key parent(s) on phone fan out to notify parents of situation. 

11.3 3rd call:  Secretary-Treasurer. 

 

12. It is not intended that drivers will be called back to the school for a student who has missed a 

bus ride home. If this has happened, personnel from the school are to be dispatched to 

transport the student in accordance with Administrative Procedure 559 - Student 

Transportation in Private Vehicles. 

 

 

 

References: Sections 45, 51, 52, 60, 61, 113, 117, School Act 

Traffic Safety Act 

School Bus Operation Regulation 

Student Transportation Regulation 250/98 (amended AR 197/2000) 
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Amended:  
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